                     Notes from a Volunteer Gardener April 2019 - October 2019 
April. Stepping stones were laid in the Community Garden, the herb garden tidied & the tap fixed. Bins & boards cleaned & watering continued weekly. The new growth on climbing plants was rapid, they were tied in regularly. Rose beds weeded & edged off & Peony Steps spruced up. The periphery of the park was weeded from the top of Chubb Hill to main gates. A seaweed drench was given to Magnolia grandiflora & Trachelospermum jasminoides, & growmore applied to all climbing plants. The rockery at the Lily Pool was weeded, also entrance at Bagdale, & maintenance carried out on herbaceous borders.

May. Weeding at Bagdale fernery continued, bedding pulled & hyacinth bulbs lifted & stored. The Community Garden was planted up, watering continued, climbers managed. Struggling plants were dosed with seaweed. The rose bed near the cabin was weeded. The sedum were Chelsea chopped & play area beds & Rose Garden weeded. Main gates area weeded, edging off paths started & the compost bin levelled by unusual means. An overhanging shrub or two were pruned back.

June. Weather very unsettled  this month, however plants got away strongly. Paths were edged off, weeding carried out, watering continued, climbers tied in. Boards, bins & seats were cleaned. The focus for the second half of the month was in preparing the route for Yorkshire in Bloom judging.
July. A very high standard of maintenance & presentation was achieved for Bloom judging, both at the start & end of the month. Routine work continued around this in areas away from the judging route. Aquilegia rockery was weeded, roses dead-headed, watering continued, climbers &herbaceous planting maintained, Bagdale entrance & small hydrangea bed were weeded.
August. Holidays were taken & visitors entertained so volunteer hours dropped this month.

Weeding was carried out near Jubilee Gate & on St. Hilda's Terrace, wisteria were pruned, roses dead-headed & weeded, watering continued. The Community Garden veg bed was tidied & delicious veg harvested. Twin rockeries had a good sort out, & perennial geraniums & other herbaceous plants were cut back.
September.

Lily Pool rockery & the Community Garden were tidied. There was much excitement at the quality of the compost! Rose beds were weeded & climbing roses dead- headed. Watering of trees continued & herbaceous planting cleared when looking tatty.

October. The summer bedding was pulled, Peony Steps & rose beds weeded & climbing roses pruned. Watering of trees continued despite heavy rain.
As always a big thank you to the SBC team for their ongoing support.
